[Photoallergic and allergic contact eczema caused by dibenzoylmethane compounds and other sunscreening agents].
Dibenzoylmethanes are widely used in Europe in UV-A-absorbing sunscreens. We report on 21 patients with (photo)allergic contact dermatitis from 4-isopropyl-dibenzoylmethane. Six subjects revealed, in addition, (photo)allergic reactions to 4-tert.butyl-4'-methoxy-dibenzoylmethane, seven to 3-(4-methylbenzylidene)-camphor, two to 2-phenyl-benzimidazole-5-sulfonic acid and one to 2-phenyl-5-methylbenzoxazole. Allergic contact dermatitis from 2-phenyl-benzimidazole-5-sulfonic acid has not been reported previously. The relevance of sunscreens as a cause of (photo-)allergic contact dermatitis is discussed.